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We have more on the Second Coming of Christ.  This is such an important doctrine that I want to stay with it until we touch on all the salient truths of each phase of this blessed hope.

We have seen from the Scriptures, that the Second Coming of Christ is called the blessed hope or, also translated, the happy hope.  The man of God is not discouraged because of the events of this present age.  Behind all the somber shadows that surround him, there looms up the glorious figure of his coming Lord and King, when everything unpleasing to God and believers will be put in order.  As we anticipate this, our hearts and minds are occupied with the happy hope that brings peace to our lives.

But not only is the Second Coming of Christ a blessed or happy hope, it is a purifying hope as we read in 1 John 3:2,3.  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.
Usually, the child of God who has no regard for the doctrine of the return of Christ will have little concern for holiness and purity.  Having little interest in God’s plan for the world, he will give little thought to God’s desire for obedience and personal living.  He will live for himself, carelessly dibbling and dabbling in the sins of the flesh that should have been forsaken at conversion.

He walks in the flesh rather than in the Spirit, wondering why Christian friends seem to find such peace and joy in their faith, while he does not.  He misses much in life.  He never seems to find the joy and victory of following Christ.  Without the blessed hope, it is impossible to realize the purifying hope.

But the Second Coming is also a victorious hope.  As we observe the nations of the world with the instruments of warfare, more devastating and destructive than can possibly be imagined, millions are shuddering with fear.  “What is the use,” they ask, “to establish a family and rear children, to be annihilated?  Is this all for which to live?”

Let me tell you a story I heard some years ago.  A little boy was reading one of those intensely interesting books - at least interesting to a boy of his age.  He was reading the opening chapters of the book when everything seems to be in favor of the villain.  It was getting more and more interesting, when his mother told him it was time for bed.  He begged for a little more reading time, but to no avail.  Shortly after, the mother went quietly to his room to see if all were well.  But to her surprise, she found him in bed with the light on, reading the book.  She made him put the book up, once again.  But he was wide-awake.  The suspense of what would happen to the wicked villain was too much.  After everything was quiet and everyone had gotten asleep, a bright idea struck him.  Planning to hastily read the last chapter and see how it came out, and then go back and read the rest until he got sleepy or until his mother appeared on the scene again, he turned on the light and reached for the book.  He read the closing chapter.  Then he picked up his reading in the body of the book where he left off.  He came to a chapter where the villain was unusually successful.  The villain was filled with glee.  Unconsciously, the little fellow said, “You old villain.  You would not be nearly so happy as you are now, if you knew what I know about how you are going to end.”

Friend, everything seems to be bad now, doesn’t it? – War, bloodshed, crime, wickedness and sorrows seem to be in the ascendancy.  Satan, the great liar and deceiver, has ensnared millions.  But, listen.  I have a Book.  I have read the last chapter.  And when Satan seems to be filled with glee because of his seeming success, I can say, ‘You would not be so happy as you are if you knew what I know about how you are going to end.’

Christ, our great Commander, is coming to take vengeance on all the enemies of God.  Sin will not always run rampant.  Ungodly men will not continue in their wicked devices forever.  Satan will meet his bitter end.  The Bible tells us so.  And when will this be? When the Prince of Glory, Christ Jesus, returns to set up His victorious rule on this earth.  Yes, friends, Christ is coming.

Before we proceed any further, I want to describe some of the theories that describe the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  Some people advocate that the fall of Jerusalem under Titus in 70 A.D. was the event to which certain promises of the Second Advent referred.  The careful student of the Word of God will readily recognize that the prophecies dealing with the fall of Jerusalem under Titus speak of desolation and destruction of the Holy City.  The prophecies having to do with the return of Christ portray not the destruction or desolation of Jerusalem at Christ’s coming, but restoration.  The Lord Jesus will set up His throne in this great city, not in the midst of rubble and ruin but in radiance and righteousness.

At the same time, Jews from all over the world will be converted and brought to the Holy Land to claim it as their possession.  God says to the Jew in Ezekiel 36:24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land.  Many Jews have returned to the Holy Land.  But, returning to Jerusalem in our day, they are not being converted.  This will take place, however, when Christ comes in power and glory, and delivers them from their enemies, led by the beast or antichrist.  We read in Romans 11:26 that all Israel, (that is all of Israel on the earth at that time), shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.  Of course, the Deliverer is the Lord Jesus Christ.  After He has saved Israel, He will reign over them and the earth, even as we read in Psalm 72:8, 9,11.  He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.  They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before Him; and His enemies shall lick the dust.  Yea, all kings shall fall down before Him: all nations shall serve Him.
None of this took place at the time of Jerusalem’s destruction under Titus, nor will it be fulfilled until Jesus Christ returns.

I will examine a few more theories in our next message.

Before we depart, are things right between you and the Lord.  Do you know you are saved?  Do you have the happy hope of Christ’s appearing, or when you see Him, will He be your judge, declaring, Depart from me ye worker of iniquity?

Christ wants to be your Savior and Lord.  Let Him be that to you.  If you have never received Him, do it right now.
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